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Upcoming dates 

Saturday 1 May — Track maintenance day 

Sunday 2 May — Hillclimb 

Tuesday 18 May — Club meeting 

Saturday 22 May — Track maintenance day 

Sunday 30 May — Hillclimb 
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Presidentôs report ð Anthony Hyde 

SDMA Hillclimb Round 2, 11 April 2010 — another good event with six runs held. Weather on the day was cloudy and 

windy, with the sun coming out every now and then. It was good to see a number of new competitors entered on the day, 

with three juniors enjoying themselves. In the excitement stakes, Stephen Hooker entered his ‘Jedi’ Suzuki open wheeler 

and was star performer of the day. 

The new ‘Outright club record’ of 42.47s set last month by Malcolm Oastler didn’t last long, being broken by  

Stephen Hooker in a time of 42.40s (- 7/100s). What is exciting for the future is they both run in the same class  

Type 5, 751-1300cc. Both come from interstate so we just have to get them there on the same day! 

Early entries — to assist our volunteer event secretaries to avoid last-minute stress, please get your entries in early. If a 

competitor withdraws before entries close on the Thursday, the entry fee will be refunded or credited towards the next 

event. If a competitor withdraws after entries close, the entry fee will be refunded or credited towards the next event, less 

an administration fee of $20.00. 

Noise awareness — when unloading vehicles from trailers, and when driving to and from scrutineering, no excessive 

revving up or tuning of engines is allowed before 9.00am. 

Battle groups ð Shaun Crain 

Our motorsport year is now well underway, with two hillclimb events already completed, plus members of the club 

attending a variety of other events around the country. 

My personal experience so far in 2010 is that of fabulous competition and lifelong dreams being met. When I talk about 

great competition, the best example would be the number of what I will call ‘battle groups’ that emerged during the  

Round 1 SDMA hillclimb in March. Everywhere you looked across the field you could see small groups of people in close 

competition. The outright fastest time of the day was being fiercely contested, with records falling. Several class 

competitors were also driving new best times, and even bigger smiles. My own battle was for some time has been against 

the little Lotus of David Leaney. David and I have traded personal best times for a few years now, and despite being in 

different classes, the Lotus and my Porsche 944S2 have very similar performance around our track. 

And then there was Bathurst! I am a V8 Supercar Fan, and a long-term Bathurst 1000 fan. There is something about 

Mount Panorama that has always attracted me, so to get the opportunity to drive the track at race speeds in an event  

was extraordinary. 

Eighteen club members went to Bathurst over Easter as part of the Festival of Sports Cars Regularity event, under the 

SDMA team banner, plus a few more members in other teams. Let me offer a huge thanks to Rob Wall for his efforts in 

organising the SDMA group entry so that we could get there. 

With the event split into two for the weekend, I could admire the FoSC race events in the first half of the meeting, including 

the Group C and A touring cars at full noise, and several other categories, including one L Burton-driven TVR that looked 

very familiar. But then it was down to business with the regularity festival. Over the next three days (Sunday to Tuesday),  

I had around two hours of track time over practice and regularity events, and enjoyed every second of it, even the wet 

session to finish off the experience on Tuesday. I found my battle group there as well. A Yellow TR7 that had similar pace 

proved to be my main competition, as we both targeted an under three-minute lap. 
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The SDMA team members all had their own battles, some against their own machines. The Nikki stubbornly refused to do 

more than one lap without drive train problems, which finally resolved on Monday night. The Volvo broke an engine mount 

and punctured the sump, taking it out of the weekend. The Commodore wagon cooked its diff oil while doing some 

blistering times, but recovered to fight again. The RX7 also had some diff issues, but kept competing, and a couple of our 

team members had separate incidents with a red clubman, causing minor panel damage. Meanwhile, in the regularity 

consistency stakes, some of our team members were proving to be very accurate, while others battled in traffic to keep a 

constant lap, or just abandoned the idea of consistency and enjoyed the drive. 

Driving home from Bathurst on Wednesday with the car in one piece and feeling good, I was looking forward with 

pleasure, not just to returning to Bathurst next year, but to just four days later, when we would be back in battle at our very 

own hill and Round 2 of the SDMA club championship, where yes, the outright record would be broken again. Ahh, life is 

good. Bring it on! 

Car Clubs of Australia Mountain Regularity Festival ð Not the Stig 

We came, we saw, we conquered! 

Well, most of us did! 

Eighteen SDMA drivers (listed in April’s magazine) had the experience of their life over the Easter weekend at the FoSC 

Car Clubs of Australia Mountain Regularity Festival at Mount Panorama, Bathurst. Unfortunately, some of the experiences 

weren’t quite what was expected. 

The event commenced with a Masters session which comprised of three laps of Mount Panorama behind an 

experienced Bathurst driver. Each Master went out in a pace car followed by five other cars. The idea was to learn 

lines, technique, etc. However, if you were unlucky enough to be behind a slow driver and not the Master, then the 

exercise was pointless, as the slower driver lost touch with the Master. Hence, the only lines you got to see were 

those of the slow driver!! Not conducive to learning the track. It was valuable if you kept in touch with (some of)  

the Masters. 

This was followed by a 25-minute practice session. It was surprising that many of the drivers set their fastest lap of 

the weekend in the practice session. This may have had something to do with the exuberance of the drivers being 

let loose on the mountain for the first time. 

Each driver was then to have 2 x 30-minute sessions of Regularity on either Monday afternoon and/or Tuesday. 

This worked out for most, but some didn’t get past practice and others their first Regularity. Others were unfortunate 

enough to get their sessions mainly in the rain on Tuesday afternoon. 

They say Mount Panorama can be a car breaker. This was definitely confirmed by members of our teams. The 

following mechanical dramas that some of our drivers experienced were: 

 Car 1 — broken drive shaft in lap two of practice. Returned to pits on a tilt tray. Repaired and went out again 

in Session 1. Experienced more issues with drive shaft on lap two. Returned to pits on a tilt tray. Repaired 

again. Completed two sessions (albeit in the rain). 

 Car 2 — diff issues experienced during practice. First diagnosis was terminal. Turned out the diff oil had 

been cooked, so replacement oil saw the car back on the track to do all its sessions. 

 Car 3 — broken engine mount on lap one of first session leading to hole in sump and lots of oil on the 

circuit. Terminal. 
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 Car 4 — collapsed front suspension on drivers left on lap five of Session 1. Terminal. 

 Car 5 — CV issues discovered at the end of Session 1. Terminal. 

 Car 6 — broken drive shaft on lap two of Session 2. This followed a ‘minor’ collision with a clubman in 

Session 1. Terminal. 

 Car 7 — minor panel damage following coming together with a clubman in Session 1. Able to do  

all sessions. 

Other cars had minor repairable problems over the weekend, including brake issues and gear linkage dramas.  

Yes, it pays to be well prepared and have lots of spares, but the problem is, you cannot cover every eventuality.  

Needless to say, it was the driving experience of a lifetime and the SDMA has already at least two teams signed up 

for next year. Even many of the drivers who experienced problems this time round want a re-run. 

Worth it? YOU BETCHA!! 

Oh, in terms of the Regularity, among our teams SDMA1 was first, followed by SDMA3 and then SDMA2. 

Individually, Rob Wall of SDMA1 was first (low index of 0.5928), Mike Smith of SDMA3 was second (low index of 

0.6798) and Andrew Wall of SDMA1 was third (low index of 0.8414). Full results for the SDMA teams are attached. 

From the editor 

The Locost has a heartbeat and is now known as the HILracing7. Not only did she fire up but she even has gears — and 

yes, four do go forward and one backward! The interior is about done and she might even get her first coat of paint next 

week. There’s a bit of work ahead in getting the engine to run right with the new carby and there are all those little 

adjustments. A nosecone has been ordered after several attempts to build one (I hate fibreglass). When it arrives a 

bonnet needs to be built and then she should be ready for competition.  

At this stage the debut should be at the August hillclimb. It will be a slow day as it will be the first time it has been driven 

further than the driveway and we will be going over every nut and bolt (and welds) between runs. Then there’s the 

adjustable suspension to play with.  

All in all an interesting project, but next time I’ll just go and buy an MX5. 

hilhorsthe@actewagl.net.au 

SDMA shirts 

We have a limited number of long and short-sleeved SDMA shirts available. Various sizes at price of $35.00. Contact a 

committee member or visit the Pit Stop Café on event days. 

mailto:hilhorsthe@actewagl.net.au
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SDMA committee members 2009ï10 

Position Name Phone Number 

President Anthony Hyde 6258 1575 (h) or 6125 0105 (w) 

Vice-president Sarah Wall 0401 735 970 

Secretary Katherine Shelley 0410 620 619 

Treasurer Teppo Nupponen 0419 202 212 

Public officer Andrew Costa 0411 466 125 

Point scores Tony Smart 0409 589 221 

Pre-event secretary 

(Queries regarding event entry should be  

directed to the Event Secretary listed  

in the supplementary regulations  

on the Entry Forms web page) 

 

Daniel Cummins 0413 919 777 

Magazine editor Henry Hilhorst 0421 677 951 

Publicity officer Daniel Cummins 0413 919 777 

Membership secretary Norm Sutton 0418 242 892 

General members 

Joanne Martin 

Col Merz 

Mark Guyer 

John Stewart 

Donovan Suine 

Jeno Szuromi 

David Yates 

 

FPCC/CMSC representative David Yates 0419 614 144 

NSW CAMS representative Eva Firminger 0417 408 578 

Club meetings are held at the Canberra Southern Cross Club, Corinna Street, Woden at 7.30pm on the third Tuesday  

of each month (excluding December and January) on the dates advised on the calendar. New members and visitors are 

always welcome. 

mailto:anthony.hyde@anu.edu.au
mailto:sarahwall@optusnet.com.au
mailto:tep66@hotmail.com
mailto:sdma@monashnet.com
mailto:tonysmart@westnet.com.au
http://www.sdmahillclimb.com/Entry.html
http://www.sdmahillclimb.com/Entry.html
http://www.sdmahillclimb.com/Entry.html
http://www.sdmahillclimb.com/Entry.html
mailto:daniel@cumminsracing.com.au
mailto:hilhorsthe@actewagl.net.au
mailto:daniel@cumminsracing.com.au
mailto:nls264@bigpond.com
mailto:jenci_sz@hotmail.com
mailto:collie@goldweb.com.au
mailto:mark@mguyer.com
mailto:jstewart@goldweb.com.au
mailto:suined@home.netspeed.com.au
mailto:jenci_sz@hotmail.com
mailto:david.yates@medicareaustralia.gov.au
mailto:david.yates@medicareaustralia.gov.au
mailto:firms@iprimus.com.au
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Merchandise 

Do you have your SDMA hat, t-shirt, cloth patch and, of course, your number plate frame? 

If not, it’s time you did. For those of you who haven’t purchased these important items, the prices are shown below. To 

order any merchandise, contact a committee member or visit the Pit Stop Café on event days. 

 

  

Chambray shirts (long 

sleeve, pre-ordered only) 

$35.00 

  

  

SDMA cloth patches 

$5.00 

  

 

  

Hats (peak and bucket) 

$15.00 

  

  

T-shirts 

$20.00 

  

 

Number plate frames  

$8.00 (pair) 
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Sponsors 

These are our sponsors for 2009–10. Please support them, as they support us. 

 

Major sponsor 

 

 

Co-sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glass rooms, Patio covers, Rumpus rooms,  

Opening roofs 

1/289 Canberra Avenue, Fyshwick ACT 

Tel: (02) 6239 2655 Fax: (02) 6239 3655 

www.patioworld.biz 
 

 

Sheet Metal Work 

37 Sheppard Street, Hume 

ACT 2620 

Tel: (02) 6260 2533 Fax: 

(02) 6260 2544  

  

http://www.patioworld.biz/
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1800 448 385  

Office: (02) 6249 7834 

Email: bb@tomstrashpaks.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


